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Secretary: Joanna McNeil 416-438-4100                                                                          Pastor: Rev. C. Duncan 

Cameron 416-438-4370 

Associate Pastor:  Rev. Monica McClure 905-767-0472 
 
 

Upcoming Events at St. Andrew’s 
Sunday 
March 10th   

Communion Sunday 
Food items are collected for St. David’s Food Bank on Communion 
Sundays. 
If you are able to participate, please bring your food items to the baskets 
provided in the Sanctuary. 

Tuesday 
February 
26th @ 12:30 
p.m 
 
 
 
Tuesday 
March 26th 
@ 12.30 
p.m. 

Presbyterian Women's Afternoon Group Meeting.  
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday February 26th @ 12:30 p.m. 
in the CE Hall. Our Role call will be Purpose. Our devotions will be 
presented by Eleanor Keith; Eleanor will be speaking about Viola 
Desmond whose picture is displayed on our new Canadian $10.00 bill. 
 
Our March meeting is scheduled for Tuesday March 26th @ 12.30 p.m. 
in the CE Hall. Our roll call will be Loyalty. Our devotions will be 
presented by Doris McAndless. Subject to be announced.  
 
Please consider joining us for lunch, devotions and fellowship. You are 
invited to bring a friend or family member 
 they. also will be most welcome. Please bring a sandwich tea and 
dessert will be provided. 
Call the church office for more information. 

Invitation to Communion  

Sunday, March 10th , at  

9 and 11 A.M. 
 

      
 
       Elder's Phone Number:   ____________________ 
 
 

TheThe   CovenanterCovenanter   
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Upcoming Events at St. Andrew’s 
Saturday, 
April 13th 

Men’s Breakfast, 9 a.m. Details available mid-March. 

Maundy 
Thursday, 
April 18th 

6 p.m.  Family potluck supper (bring a salad, dessert or main 
course to share) and Easter program. Fun for all ages! 

Good Friday, 
April 19th 

Worship service at 10 a.m	

Sunday, April 
21st 

Easter Sunday Worship services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.	
Children's Easter program and egg hunt Sunday, April 21st 9 a.m. 
OR 11a.m. for 3 years to Gr. 6. Chocolate (nut and peanut free)! (An 
alternative treat is available for children who cannot have chocolate.) 
Parents may drop off their children (filling in a registration form) 
participate with their children or attend the worship service occurring 
at the same time. A youth program for Gr. 7 to 12 will also be 
offered.	

Saturday, 
May 4th 

Spring Music Concert at 7:30 p.m. featuring St. Andrew's Voice 
and Bell Choirs & Whitby Community Concert Band..  Light 
refreshments following.  Tickets $15. (adults) and $5 (children) 
available starting March 24th 

Sunday, June 
16th 

Our 201st Anniversary – One service at 10 a.m.	
Guest Preacher:  The Rev. Stephen Farris	

Music Opportunities:  
Please speak to Helen if you might like to join the choir or learn to play the chimes or 
handbells.  

On the Music & Worship Bulletin board you can record your favourite hymn, to be included for 
a hymn sing or an upcoming service.  

Please Visit St Andrews St Andrews Website at: 
www.standrewsscarborough.com 
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2019	Bus	Trips!	
		

June	20		

	You’ll	Get	Used	To	It	at	St.	
Jacobs.		Visit	the	Market	and	
lunch	at	Crossroads.	

September	12	

	Brigadoon	at	Shaw	Festival.		
Lunch	at	the	Oban	Inn	and	walk	
down	Queen	Street	

October	17		

Annie	in	Cambridge.		Visit	a	
butterfly	conservatory	and	lunch	
at	the	Blackshop	

		

Bus	trip	forms	are	in	the	Bus	
Trip	folder.	
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Stewardship 2019 
Generosity Encouraged 

 
2 Corinthians 8: 7 and 12 NIV 

 
“ But since you in excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and 
in love we have kindled in you – see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” (verse 7) 
 
The grace of giving! By giving to our church, we become a part of the purpose for which it was 
created: to spread the Good News about Salvation. When we give of our time and talent, we are 
actively involved in the church’s mission. When we give of our wealth, we support that mission with 
our own power of life, meaning the ability to give back freely and share our resources. 
 
“For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what 
one does not have.” (verse 12) 
 
At St. Andrew’s Congregational Budget meeting held on November 25th, 2018, the Board of Managers 
presented a proposal that was approved, resulting in a 3.8% increase for 2019 over the 2018 budget. 
 
Kindly take the time to review your regular offering programme, whether it be PAR or envelope, to 
help maintain and grow our fellowship at St. Andrew’s. 
 
Thank you. 

Alan Leach 
Stewardship  
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What is the purpose of l ife? 

Is there a God? 

Is there more to l ife than this? 

 

You might have asked yourself these questions but have never taken the time to explore them. 

“Alpha” is a series of interactive sessions that explore the basics of faith and Christianity in a safe and 

non-judgmental environment. All questions are welcomed. Each session includes a free meal, a video 

on a basic Christian topic, and a discussion.  Alpha is for intended for everyone who would like to 

explore these questions. We will begin on Wednesday, April 3 rd at 6:15 pm - 8:30pm in the Hall at St. 

Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Scarborough. “Alpha” will run for 11 weeks until Wednesday, June 

12th. All are welcome! Limited seats available, so sign up now. Last date to sign up is St. Patrick’s 

Day, March 17th , 2019. Questions please call Pastor Monica at 416 438-4100 ext 2. 
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History of St. Andrew’s Cemetery Sexton’s house 
 

In 1883 St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Scarborough constructed a Sextons house in the northwest 

corner of its cemetery established in 1817. The house was built in a board and batten architectural style 

which was popular in the mid to late nineteenth century. Its purpose was to be used as a residence for 

the church sexton (or caretaker) of the cemetery. This sexton would also have other duties as assigned 

in the church and grounds by the minister or elders. 

 

The first sexton to live in the house was William Blakeley. He became sexton in 1882 and he, along 

with his family, would reside in the house until 1913 when he retired. When he passed away he was 

buried a short distance from his home of 30 years. In the years to come, other sextons and their families 

would be buried in the cemetery. After William Blakeley retired, eight other church sextons and their 

families would live in the house up until 1975. The sexton who lived the longest in the house after 

Blakeley was George Hawker who was church sexton from 1930 – 1951. When his wife Eunice passed 

away in 2005, I had the opportunity to speak with her children about life at St. Andrews and of living in 

the house. 

 

A story they related to me was about the daily challenge of getting water. Although there was an 

original well behind the house, it had long ago dried up and water had to be taken from the old First 

Nations spring that today is just east of the minister’s manse. 

 

In the winter, this spring would freeze so water had to be drawn from the cistern at the manse. This 

method to obtain water was how everyone in the house would obtain his or her water through the years 

of their occupancy. 

 

After Ewart Gray, the last church sexton, passed away in 1975, the house sat vacant for several years 

until the Scarborough Historical Society obtained the lease in 1981. The house at this point was in 

danger of being demolished. Dick Thomson, an elder of the congregation and direct descendant of 



newsletter.standrews.scarborough@gmail.com [Type text][Type text] March 2019 

Page 8 
 

David and Mary Thomson (original European pioneers of Scarborough), was instrumental in the saving 

of the house. He recognized the value and importance of historic buildings. The historical society along 

with members of the congregation renovated the house and started to rent it out to tenants. In 1985, the 

house along with the property of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church was designated a heritage building 

and location. This ensured the preservation and future of the sexton’s house and property. There were 

also other heritage designations of the 1849 church building and the 1896 Centennial Memorial library. 

 

I had the opportunity to live in the sexton’s house for several years and understand the great importance 

of its legacy not only to the congregation but also to the entire community. The house has been a home 

to dozens of people in its one hundred and thirty five years. Starting with the Blakeley family in the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth century some of its residents have passed away in the house. It is 

important to note that in the 1960’s many heritage buildings were destroyed, as they were considered 

obsolete, to make way for newer architecture. Today St. Andrews Sexton’s house remains only one of a 

handful of houses built in the old board and batten style in Ontario. We have not only a duty but also an 

obligation to all those who have gone before to honour their life by carrying on the legacy of these 

historic buildings. 

 

Tom Childs 

Trustee, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church Cemetery. 

Tom Childs 
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Winter Update about Alain Virgin at Youth Unlimited - Youth for Christ 

 

Preparing for summer day camp ministry is in full swing!  It's always an exciting season of work 
getting ready to have summer staff and learning about how they grew last year.  Two students 

wrote me about what God did for them last summer: 
 

"This summer was an experience that not only helped me grow in leadership and working with a 
team but also spiritually. I was put in many situations where taking a lead in organizing games 

for summer camp kids was essential which has helped me to work on taking more initiative and 
building intentional relationships. Helping to organize the Ribfest was also a task that increased 

my leadership qualities as I had to be organized in creating a community booth. I also 
appreciated working with a team, being new I was apprehensive but communicating with others 

effectively and working with each other’s strengths made our work so much more efficient. 
Individually I grew so much spiritually. I now am confident and practice prayer out loud with 
others, have a love for Christ centred mission, and through daily devotions am consistently 

reading God’s Word. This experience was a blessing and allowed me to grow closer to God." 
 

"Working with youth unlimited this year was such a great experience. Being able to attend a 
work place while learning and teaching the ways of the lord was the best thing I’ve spent any of 
my summers doing. Meeting new great people  (who were my co workers) who also live for god 
was awesome being able meet them and then become friends with them. This was my first job 

and the best job I think I will ever have and I hope with this group again." 
 

These were shared with you unedited!  It is hard to think of a better way to explain why I do 
what I do than showing you how God is working in the life of youth. 

 

 

 
The Holy Spirit made an appointment!  While praying for the youth at St. 
Andrew's in November God was telling me of a young woman who would 
meet Jesus soon.  Again in January God told me to speak with her between 
services at the next Sunday.  When I arrived she told me that she thought 
that God wanted her to talk to me today.  Along with one of my leaders I had 
the privilege to pray with her to begin her life as a Christian that morning.  
Praise God! 

 


